8989 Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX. 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911 / www.gracewoodlands.org

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
to all who mourn and long for comfort;
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need a Savior;
to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;
and to all who will come,
this church opens wide her doors
and offers welcome
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

________________Church Staff & Officers ________________

Kyle Bobos
Assistant Pastor
Children's Ministries
Caleb McDuffee
Student Ministries

Elders
Brent Allmon
Dan Brink
Jon Green
Rob McIntosh
Mark Moore
Andy Yung

Deacons
Matt Bradshaw
Mike Bellin
Rhonnie Bellin
Jeff Cranford
Mark Hill
Scott Johnston
Mike Ryan
Joe Tison
Sunny Yung

Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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________________Reflections________________

If the church is to impart to the world a message of hope and love, of faith, justice
and peace, something of this should become visible, audible, and tangible in the
church itself.
---David Bosch

Anxious systems diagnose people instead of their relationships
---Edwin Friedman

Real community is not homogeneity. It is the discipline and devotion of disparate
people bearing with one another.
--- Richard John Neuhaus

You can love generously if you have been generously loved and all life giving
love is inconvenient.
---Tim Keller
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Grace Presbyterian Church
Sixth Sunday in Eastertide
May 17, 2020
10:30 a.m.
Prelude

Words of Welcome

Preparation for Worship1

________________Praise________________

Call to Worship
Leader:

1

Revelation 5:12
Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!

As a courtesy, please program all communication devices to silent mode. Thank you!
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Song of Praise

Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder
John Newton and Laura Taylor

Let us love the Lord who bought us,
Pitied us when enemies.
Called us by his grace and taught us
Gave us ears and gave us eyes
He has washed us with His blood,
He presents our souls to God.
Let us wonder grace and justice
Join and point to mercy's store
When through grace in Christ our trust is
Justice smiles and asks no more;
He who washed us with His blood,
Has secured our way to God.
Let us praise and join the chorus
Of the saints enthroned on high
Here they trusted Him before us
Now their praises fill the sky
Thou hast washed us with Thy blood
Thou hast washed us with Thy blood
Thou hast washed us with Thy blood
Thou are worthy Lamb of God

Prayer of Adoration
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_____________Renewal_______________

Scripture Reading

Romans 7:21-24

So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my
inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the
law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched
man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?

Confession of Sin
Minister &
People:
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and death. We
confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. We overlook
the poor and the hungry and pass by those who mourn; we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed and
indifferent to calls for peace; we despise the weak and abuse the earth you made. Forgive us, God of
mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, that we may know the joy
of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement

Romans 7:25-8:2

Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.

8Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ
Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.

Peace of God
Minister:

The peace of the Lord be with you!

People:

And also with you.
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The Prayers of the People ( concluded with the Lord’s prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us out debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen!

_______________Commitment______________

The Offering
The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the church’s
mission and ministry. If you are our guest today, please feel under no compulsion to give.

Scripture Reading

Genesis 46:28-47:31

Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When they arrived in the
region of Goshen, 29 Joseph had his chariot made ready and went to Goshen to meet his father Israel.
As soon as Joseph appeared before him, he threw his arms around his father[a] and wept for a long
time.
30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that you are still alive.”
31 Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and speak to Pharaoh
and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were living in the land of Canaan,
have come to me. 32 The men are shepherds; they tend livestock, and they have brought along their
flocks and herds and everything they own.’ 33 When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, ‘What is your
occupation?’ 34 you should answer, ‘Your servants have tended livestock from our boyhood on, just
as our fathers did.’ Then you will be allowed to settle in the region of Goshen, for all shepherds are
detestable to the Egyptians.”

47 Joseph went and told Pharaoh, “My father and brothers, with their flocks and herds and
everything they own, have come from the land of Canaan and are now in Goshen.” 2 He chose five of
his brothers and presented them before Pharaoh.

3 Pharaoh asked the brothers, “What is your occupation?”
“Your servants are shepherds,” they replied to Pharaoh, “just as our fathers were.” 4 They also said to
him, “We have come to live here for a while, because the famine is severe in Canaan and your
servants’ flocks have no pasture. So now, please let your servants settle in Goshen.”
5 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you, 6 and the land of Egypt is
before you; settle your father and your brothers in the best part of the land. Let them live in Goshen.
And if you know of any among them with special ability, put them in charge of my own livestock.”
7 Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him before Pharaoh. After Jacob blessed
Pharaoh, 8 Pharaoh asked him, “How old are you?”
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9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have
been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.” 10 Then
Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his presence.
11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best part of
the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. 12 Joseph also provided his father and his
brothers and all his father’s household with food, according to the number of their children.
13 There was no food, however, in the whole region because the famine was severe; both Egypt and
Canaan wasted away because of the famine. 14 Joseph collected all the money that was to be found in
Egypt and Canaan in payment for the grain they were buying, and he brought it to Pharaoh’s palace.
15 When the money of the people of Egypt and Canaan was gone, all Egypt came to Joseph and said,
“Give us food. Why should we die before your eyes? Our money is all gone.”
16 “Then bring your livestock,” said Joseph. “I will sell you food in exchange for your livestock, since
your money is gone.” 17 So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and he gave them food in
exchange for their horses, their sheep and goats, their cattle and donkeys. And he brought them
through that year with food in exchange for all their livestock.
18 When that year was over, they came to him the following year and said, “We cannot hide from our
lord the fact that since our money is gone and our livestock belongs to you, there is nothing left for
our lord except our bodies and our land. 19 Why should we perish before your eyes—we and our
land as well? Buy us and our land in exchange for food, and we with our land will be in bondage to
Pharaoh. Give us seed so that we may live and not die, and that the land may not become desolate.”
20 So Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh. The Egyptians, one and all, sold their fields,
because the famine was too severe for them. The land became Pharaoh’s, 21 and Joseph reduced the
people to servitude, from one end of Egypt to the other. 22 However, he did not buy the land of the
priests, because they received a regular allotment from Pharaoh and had food enough from the
allotment Pharaoh gave them. That is why they did not sell their land.
23 Joseph said to the people, “Now that I have bought you and your land today for Pharaoh, here is
seed for you so you can plant the ground. 24 But when the crop comes in, give a fifth of it to Pharaoh.
The other four-fifths you may keep as seed for the fields and as food for yourselves and your
households and your children.”
25 “You have saved our lives,” they said. “May we find favor in the eyes of our lord; we will be in
bondage to Pharaoh.”
26 So Joseph established it as a law concerning land in Egypt—still in force today—that a fifth of the
produce belongs to Pharaoh. It was only the land of the priests that did not become Pharaoh’s.
27 Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen. They acquired property there and were
fruitful and increased greatly in number.
28 Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and the years of his life were a hundred and forty-seven.
29 When the time drew near for Israel to die, he called for his son Joseph and said to him, “If I have
found favor in your eyes, put your hand under my thigh and promise that you will show me
kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me in Egypt, 30 but when I rest with my fathers, carry me out
of Egypt and bury me where they are buried.”
“I will do as you say,” he said.
31 “Swear to me,” he said. Then Joseph swore to him, and Israel worshiped as he leaned on the top of
his staff.
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Sermon

Mr. Chris Yates
GETTING BETTER BY PULLING TOGETHER
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOSEPH

Song of Commitment

We Will Feast in the House of Zion
from Psalms and Sandra McCracken and Joshua Moore
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Benediction2

Jude 24,25

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence
without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.

Dismissal
Minister:

Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as those who love
our Lord Jesus Christ.

ALL:

Thanks be to God!

The pastoral staff and other church leaders are available following the service
to pray with you or to answer your questions about the Christian faith or Grace Church.

Worship Music3
Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents with Grace Presbyterian Church.
Brent Allmon, saxophone
David Fox, keyboard
Damon Henrichs, guitar

Debra Moses, flute
Rae Moses, piano
Jennifer Reddick, flute

2The

benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
3All

songs except hymns are copied under CCL # 1214497. The hymns are reprinted from Trinity Hymnal (© 1990, Great Commission
Publications). Used by permission. All Scripture is quoted from, unless otherwise indicated, the THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission
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_______________ Grace Presbyterian Bulletin Board _______________
Children’s Ministries: Vacation Bible School is postponed until summer 2021.
Student Ministries is designed for students 7th grade through 12th grade. Have your student connect
with us on Instagram (called GPCyouth) or ask to be put in our Youth group GroupMe, our primary
medium for communication to hear about upcoming youth group events!
• Youth Group will be held through Zoom until further notice. Contact Caleb or look on our Instagram
or GroupMe for information on how to join. Contact with Caleb at caleb@gracewoodlands.org.
• Summer Plans:
• Due to the impact of COVID-19, our Sr. High trip to the RUSH Conference in Atlanta will be
pushed back until next summer. Additionally, we are also canceling our Jr. High participation at
RYM TX on June 1-5.
• Caleb is working to make plans for retreats later in the summer if possible.
GraceCares: Caring for the church and the community. If you are interested in helping with GraceCares
and the needs of the church and the community, please contact Joe Tison.
• Meals Ministry: There are events in life when we all need the help and encouragement from our
community. The Meals Ministry seeks to enter into these times by providing meals. If you are in need of
meals, or would like to help provide meals, please contact Rhonnie Bellin.
• Giving: If you would like to know the best way to support those who might have needs in our church
and community, we would encourage you to consider giving to the Deacon’s Fund. It is through the
deacons and their ministry that Grace church provides for, supports and comes alongside those who are
in need. If you have questions, please contact Matt Bradshaw.
• Prayer Ministry: Our desire at Grace is that we take seriously the privilege of prayer and there are
several ways you can participate. If you become aware of a prayer need, please communicate this to us
in one of the following ways: Contact Barbara Adams or the church office at 281-296-0911.
Your requests will be communicated to our Church Staff, Officers, and our Prayer Team. If you would like
to be on our Prayer Team, please let us know.
Missions Service Opportunities & Events: Contact John Zeigler for more information or to be added to
our GraceMissions email list or to connect with a missions team advocate.
• May Prayer Partners
• Curtis & Marian Castleberry, RUF, UT San Antonio
• Kay Burklin, Refugee Liaison, MTW, Europe
• Local Missions Partners
• Cornerstone of Houston Team Counseling | The Woodlands, TX
• Interfaith Family Services | The Woodlands, TX
• Montgomery County Women's Center | Montgomery County, TX
• Pregnancy Assistance Center North | The Woodlands, TX
• Redeemed Ministries | The Woodlands, TX
• Tamina Community Center | Conroe, TX
• Oaklawn Presbyterian Church | Houston, TX
• Juan Carlos & Samara Martínez | RUF | Rice University
• Brooks & Meredith Harwood | RUF | University of Houston
• Grace Presbyterian ESL Ministry
• Grace Presbyterian Diaconate
• National Missions Partners
• Robbie & Kelly Mills | New City Fellowship Dallas | Dallas, TX
• Way & Amy Rutherford | RUF | Baylor University
• William & Katherine Bondurant | RUF | Texas A & M University
• Ryan & Laura Anderson | RUF | Texas Christian University
• Wil & Mary Nettleton | RUF | Trinity University
• John & Chrissy Trapp | RUF | University of Texas
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• Curtis & Marian Castleberry | RUF | University of Texas at San Antonio
• Francis A. Schaeffer Institute, Covenant Theological Seminary | St. Louis, MO
• Southwest Church Planting Network | Dallas, TX
• International Missions Partners
• Arab Baptist Theological Seminary / Lebanese Society for Educational and Social Development | Beirut, Lebanon
• Titus & Crystal Bagby | RUF International | Texas A & M University
• Terry & Mary Rose Dykstra | RUF International | University of Texas
• Charles & Bonita Davidson | MTW | Monterrey, Mexico
• Joe & Felicity Congdon | MTW | Yokkaichi, Japan
• Andy & Missy Shadburne | MTW | Fremantle, Perth, Australia
• David & Eowyn Stoddard | MTW | Berlin, Germany
• Kay Burklin | MTW | Refugee Liaison, Europe
• Mission to The World | Atlanta, GA
• Krystal Watson | Pioneers | Eastern Europe
• Teodoro Contreras & Jorge Rivera, Vida Nueva Church Plant, Valle Lincoln, Monterrey, Mexico
Stewardship Update: Grace thanks you so much for your generous gifts and offerings to our Savior for
April 2020.
April
YTD
Projected Budget
70,999
283,996
Actual General Fund
60,040
230,993
Variance
(10,959)
(53,003)
Online Giving: To give online, go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/App/Giving/grac8989200. This
link can also be found on the Grace Website at gracewoodlands.org under the Care/Give tab. Please
contact Dianna in the church office with questions or concerns.
Grace Online gives users access to the church directory and event calendar. Users can also join groups,
print giving statements and give online. If you need any online instructions contact Dianna in the office at
281-296-0911 or admin@gracewoodlands.org.
• Website: Grace Online directory link, gracewoodlands.org under the Connect tab.
• Mobile App (Elexio Community) can be found by clicking the Apple App Store and Google Play icons
on the church website. To log on, replace "Domain" with gracewoodlands and use your directory
username and password for the app.

Prayer of Belief…
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more
sinful that I ever before believed, but through you, I am
more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.
I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, bearing my
punishment and offering forgiveness.
Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn
from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen
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