8989 Woodlands Pkwy, The Woodlands TX. 77382 / Phone: 281-296-0911 / www.gracewoodlands.org
Grace Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).

________________Reflections________________

It would be a mistake to think of wealth merely in monetary terms, for although God has
gifted many believers with business acumen, there is a wealth of intellect and inventive and
practical skills in many fields - gifts of artistic, musical, and literary ability - and a wealth of
personality, relational, and organizational talent.
We are called upon to accept such gifts as from God and to us them in his service and for the
benefit of others, but not to trust them...
- John C. Lennox
Joseph

It is often in the land of affliction that the Lord makes us fruitful, in ourselves and in the
lives of others around us. We typically want God to make us into fine decorative china plates,
which sit comfortably in a glass cabinet being admired by everyone. Instead, God makes us into
serviceable water pitchers that get chipped and scratched and dented through repeated use.
That is how our sufferings produce endurance, character, and hope in us. It is also how he
makes us useful to others around us, who have their own sufferings and difficulties to endure.
- Iain M. Duguid
Living in the Light of Inextinguishable Hope

All shall work together for good; everything is needful that He sends; nothing can be
needful that He withholds.
- John Newton

Your heart is not the compass that God steers by.

- Samuel Rutherford
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Words of Welcome
________________Praise________________

Call to Worship

Zechariah 9:9

Leader:

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!

People:

Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!

Leader:

See, your king comes to you,

People:

righteous and victorious,

Leader:

lowly and riding on a donkey,

ALL:

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Song of Praise

All Glory, Laud and Honor

Confession of Faith

The Heidelberg Catechism1

Leader:

What is your only comfort in life and death?

People:

That I am not my own,
but belong body and soul,
in life and in death to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.
He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood,
and has set me free from the tranny of the devil.
He also watches over me in such a way
that not a hair can fall from my head;
without the will of my Father in heaven:
in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.
Because I belong to him,
Christ, by his Holy Spirit,
assures me of eternal life
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready
from now on to live for him.

This catechism originates from Germany in 1563. It is the most widely used and ecumenical of all the Reformed catechisms and
confessions.
1
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Prayer of Adoration

_____________Renewal_______________

Scripture Reading

Matthew 21:1-9

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two
disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied
there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that
the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
“Say to Daughter Zion,
‘See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and
placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of
him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!“

Confession of Sin
Minister &
People:
O Lord, who on this day entered the rebellious city that later rejected you, we confess that our
wills are as rebellious as Jerusalem’s, that our faith is often more show than substance, that our
hearts are in need of cleansing. Have mercy on us, Son of David, Savior of our lives. Help us to lay
at your feet all that we have and all that we are, trusting you to forgive what is sinful, to heal
what is broken, to welcome our praises, and to receive us as your own.

Private Confession and Reflection

Words of Encouragement

Psalm 103:8-10

The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
He will not always accuse,
nor will he harbor his anger forever;
he does not treat us as our sins deserve
or repay us according to our iniquities.
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Song of Thanksgiving

Arise, My Soul Arise

The Prayers of the People ( concluded with the Lord’s prayer)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen!

_______________Commitment______________

The Offering
The offering is a way for members and friends of Grace Church to support the church’s
mission and ministry. To give online, go to https://www.elexiogiving.com/App/
Giving/grac8989200. This link can also be found on the Grace Website at
gracewoodlands.org under the Care/Give tab. Pleas contact Dianna in the church office
with questions.

Scripture Reading

Genesis 41:1-57

When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing by the Nile, 2 when out
of the river there came up seven cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. 3 After them,
seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the riverbank.
4 And the cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up.
5 He fell asleep again and had a second dream: Seven heads of grain, healthy and good, were
growing on a single stalk. 6 After them, seven other heads of grain sprouted—thin and scorched by
the east wind. 7 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven healthy, full heads. Then Pharaoh
woke up; it had been a dream.
8 In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt.
Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him.
9 Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today I am reminded of my shortcomings.
10 Pharaoh was once angry with his servants, and he imprisoned me and the chief baker in the house
of the captain of the guard. 11 Each of us had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning
of its own. 12 Now a young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. We told
him our dreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving each man the interpretation of his dream.
13 And things turned out exactly as he interpreted them to us: I was restored to my position, and the
other man was impaled.”
14 So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. When he had
shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh.
15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said of
you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.”
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16 “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the answer he
desires.”
17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was standing on the bank of the Nile, 18 when
out of the river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, and they grazed among the reeds. 19 After
them, seven other cows came up—scrawny and very ugly and lean. I had never seen such ugly cows
in all the land of Egypt. 20 The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven fat cows that came up first. 21 But
even after they ate them, no one could tell that they had done so; they looked just as ugly as before.
Then I woke up.
22 “In my dream I saw seven heads of grain, full and good, growing on a single stalk. 23 After
them, seven other heads sprouted—withered and thin and scorched by the east wind. 24 The thin
heads of grain swallowed up the seven good heads. I told this to the magicians, but none of them
could explain it to me.”
25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. God has revealed
to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good
heads of grain are seven years; it is one and the same dream. 27 The seven lean, ugly cows that came
up afterward are seven years, and so are the seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the east
wind: They are seven years of famine.
28 “It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29 Seven years
of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, 30 but seven years of famine will follow
them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land. 31 The
abundance in the land will not be remembered, because the famine that follows it will be so severe.
32 The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly
decided by God, and God will do it soon.
33 “And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of the land
of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt
during the seven years of abundance. 35 They should collect all the food of these good years that are
coming and store up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food. 36 This
food should be held in reserve for the country, to be used during the seven years of famine that will
come upon Egypt, so that the country may not be ruined by the famine.”
37 The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we
find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?”
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so
discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to
your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”
41 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” 42 Then
Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes of
fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 43 He had him ride in a chariot as his second-incommand, and people shouted before him, “Make way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land
of Egypt.
44 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or
foot in all Egypt.” 45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath
daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.
46 Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph
went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt. 47 During the seven years of
abundance the land produced plentifully. 48 Joseph collected all the food produced in those seven
years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the fields
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surrounding it. 49 Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so much
that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond measure.
50 Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter of
Potiphera, priest of On. 51 Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, “It is because God has
made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household.” 52 The second son he named Ephraim
and said, “It is because God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.”
53 The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, 54 and the seven years of famine
began, just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but in the whole land of Egypt
there was food. 55 When all Egypt began to feel the famine, the people cried to Pharaoh for food.
Then Pharaoh told all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.”
56 When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened all the storehouses and
sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout Egypt. 57 And all the world came
to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe everywhere.

Sermon

OUT OF THE SHADOWS
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOSEPH

Song of Commitment

Mr. Kyle Bobos

All Must Be Well

Benediction2
May our Lord, whose arms where spread on the cross to embrace the whole world, help us this week
to take up the cross and follow Him.

Dismissal
Minister:

Now, let us go forth to serve this community and the world as those who love
our Lord Jesus Christ.

ALL:

Thanks be to God!

2The

benediction is much more than a wish or even a prayer. It is a renewed ordination of the people of God to their service to each
other, to their community and the world. God declares his own favor toward his people.
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